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Together with his Falſe Repreſcntation « of dir Principle 
of the Light, in his Poſtlcript, wherein, he Op ma ic 
'x0 his Notion of the diviec **7”* or Taeat worta, as he | 


terms It. 


lis Confuſi i0N,,an d/SAf-contradition therein manifeſted ; and the 
bs inc:and -Ptiociple of the Quakers thereby Cleared from his 
| | ocanondy Written by way of*Littes; with Advice to 
and may Mt ye for a better Information of the Quakers 

| G to W hom thiptnowledge of his and this ſhall come. 
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A Juſt Reprehenſion to Fohy Norris of 
Newton Se Loe, for his Unjuſt Reile- 
Qtion on the Quakers, in his Book, En- 

tituled, Reflettions upon the Condudt of 

Human Life, &c. ; 


John Norris, 
T Need no Apology for this brief Reprehenſion, if thon thin *M 


I do Review the firſt page of thy Epiſtle Dedicatory, (viz.) 

He that ſhall point out any of the Irregularites er Miſtakes of the 

Conduft of Human Life, onght to be lookt upon as a univerſal Friend, 

and promoter of the publick Happineſs, and the more ſevere he is in his 

Cenſire (provided it be true and well grounded) the more charitable he 

- in bis undertaking, and the more like to be ſerviceable in his per- 
OYANCE. 

When firſt I peruſed thy Refle&tions upon the Condut of Hy- 
man Life, with reference to the ſtuddy of Learning and Know- 
ledge, I was and ſtill am pleaſed with all that tends to the propa- 
gation of Original and neceſſary Truth, but rejoyce where I find 


it ſpring from an upright mind, pure intention, and clean Veſſel ; 


for whoſo- undertakes to reprehend the intelligible Conduct of 
Human Life, ought firſt to purge himſelf from the Irregularities 
of his moral Conduft, which doth cloud and darken his under- 

Nanding. Ke aty | 
Howbeit, I was ſo far from a Spirit of Detraftion or Emulation, 
that conſidering from. whence it came, I in ſome ſort rejoyced in 
it ſo far as it was ſound and true, hoping and dehring that what 
was cither clearly and rightly dete&ted, or equally and fairly re- 
Fommended, might gain "__— Underſanding of ſuch _— 
2 | y2 
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an; Education and Literature had either prejudiced, or at beſt mi- . | 


ſtated and unfitted them for receiving the ſame Truth, and divine 
Principle by meaner Inſtruments, reſpeting worldly eſteem z 
which Principle hath been and is by many ſuch faithſul Witneſſes 
plentifully born teſtimony to, as well by doing as ſuffering, by 
the ſuppoſed l-arned Rabbies of our day, as alſo by DoQtrine, in 


Word and .Writing, though not altogether -under ſome of thy - 
Terms, or p:ctended Phyloſophical Notions; yet according to , 


the Demonſtrai ion of the, Spirit, and in words” approved and 


choſen of God to mike known himſelf by, and taught us in the 


haly Scriptures, God. having in his divine Wiſdom in. this Age, 


as..in former Ages, 1 Cor. 1.27, 28, 29. Choſen the el things 
of the world 10 Confound the Wiſe, and the Weak things -of the world to 


Confound the things that are mighty, and baſe things of the world, and 
things that are deſpiſed hath God choſen ; yea, things which are nor,. to 
br ing to naught things which are, that no Fleſh, ſhould glory in his pre- 
ſence.” Agrecable to this-is that divine acknowledgement of 
Chriſt Jeſus to. bis Father,. atth. 1. 11, and 25... thank thee, O 
Father, Lord of Heaven and Earth, that thou haft hid theſe things 


from th: Wiſe and Prudent, . and haſt revealed them unto Babes, Matth. 


18. 10, Take heed that ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little Ones : | fear 


thou art guilty in this perticular,-. viz. . of .deſpifing the Teſti-' 


mony of God in this Age throngh the meanneſs of the Inſtru- 


ments; Confider what 1s ſaid, The. 10. 4. 8. He therefore that de-- 


ſpiſeth, defpifeth not man, but God, who hath alſo given unto us his holy 


Spirit. From the too apparent Refleftion thou m3kes in the: 77th 


paze of thy Book New Eaton, one might at firſt think, that: thou 
wert 2a great ſtranger to the Converſation of the- People, called 
Qukers, and more eſpecially-to their Writings, + which had un- 
warily ſubjected thee to a raſh and immature Cenſure,' in rendring 
them dark, aukward, untoward, and unprinciplcd in the way of 


repreſenting their Principle, viz. the Light within, thereby difſ- 
crediting, as thou ſcyeſt, one of the nableſt Theories in the-World 


but the thing in it feif, rightly nnderſtood, is true. - I being under 


ſome diſſatisfattion about theſe Expreſſions. of thine, took occaſjon. - 


to viilit Joſeph Langton of New:on St Lee, a perſon of my reſpet 
and acquaintance, and near Neighbour of thine, with whom I had 


ſome diſcoyrſe about thy aforeſaid Book, -and in perticular the 
Eo _ - above... 


' 
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above: recited paſſage, recommending to him Ro{ert Barclay's 
Apology for the true Chriſtian Divinity for .thy peruſal, and ha- 
ving underſtood by. him, thou hadſt been Converſant - with it, .I 
confeſs -it -extreamly dampt me, .and gave cccalion for other 
thoughts than-a ſuppoſed Ignorance of the Perſons, and manner 
of their-repreſenting their PrincipÞls, whom thou hadſt thus evilly 
treated, and expoſed without reaſon or provocation as I know 
of.; and now [I ſhall proceed to ſhow thee whereio, though I pres 
ſums thou already: knoweſt : Robert Barclay.in-his fifth and fixth 
Prepoſitions treating of this univerſal and ſaving Light of Jeſus 
Chriſt, page 110: calls it ſupernatural Light and Grace, quotes Fol 
1.9. That was the trne Light which lighttth every man that cometh into - 
the World. Which place, as h:'obſerves, doth ſo clearly favour the 
Quakers DoErine, - that it is called their Text; hence he draws - 


'this neceſſary Concluſion, That the Life that is in him, viz. the 


Word Chriſt,--is- the Light of - Men, 7o-2'1. 4. - In' other places 
he calls it according to Divine Inſtruftion, The Seed ſownin ſe- - 
veral forts of Ground, -The- Word. of the Kingdom, The Word 
of. Faith, The Implanted or Ingrafted Word which 1s able to fave 
the Soul; quoting Cyrillas Al:xandrinus, Clemens  Alexandrinus, 
Arnguſtine, Buchanan, &c. in confirmation of this DoCtrine, as thou 
mayft ſte at- large, whereby it appears, whatever .thou' art, he 
was ſo-far from .the Ambition of being thought rhe firſt promul- 
gator of that heavenly Do&trine-of the Univerſallity and Suffici- 
ency of this Light within for Salvation, that. he rejoyces. to meet 
with it, imbracing: it where-ever he finds. it, improves the inte- 
reſt of it,- and -inſtead- of calumniating its. Yotaries, repreſents it 
to the world, Cleared from the Ruſt of darker Ages, and advan- - 
taged. with -the Confeſſions and Teſtimonies. of purer Primitive 
[Times. : 
' And now I Enquire, what are the Dark, aukward and unto- - 
ward Fxpreſlions,- and-unprincipled. way .of repreſenting this 
Principle that thou alledgeſt the Quakers are guilty. of 7 are any of 
theſe here quoted our of the afore-mentioned Author part thereof ? 
or in What other Book or Writing of the Quakers may they be 
found ? © | f | 

I ſhall now farther ſay, that this Divine Word, Light,'Grace and 
Irpth,. or whatever elſe. 16 hath been called” by its” Followers - 
| & _ through 
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> through divine inſtruRion in any age, Is a wiſe and underſtand- 


ing Spirit, Holy, &c. according as *tis written inthe Book of 
Wiſdom, 'Chap. 7. Jn all Ages entring into holy Souls, maketh them 
Friends of God and Prophets. And in Chap. 4. verſ. 4. Its ſaid, 
Imo a malicions Soul Wiſdom will .0t enter, nor dwell in the Body that 
is ſubjeft unto Sin ;, for the holy Spirit of Diſcipline will flie Deceit, and 
remove from Thoughts that are without underſtanding , and will nos 
abide when Uxrightcouſneſs cometh in ;, for Wiſdom js @ loving Spirit, .and 
will not acquit 4 Blaſphemer of his Words, ; for God is witneſs of his Reins, 
and a truc beholder of bis Heart, and a hearcr of his Tongue.. Verſ. 8. 
Therefore he that ſpeaketh wnrighteous things cax't be hid, neither ſhall 
Ferngeaiice when it puniſheth paſs by him. Now ſeeing theſe Sayings are 
true and righteous, and that it is poſſible to profeſs this DoQrine 
of the Divine Word, Light, Grace, Spirit of Wiſdom and Truth, 
and the Teachings of it, and yet not poſleſs it nor beleatned of it, 
nor led by it, but whilſt preaching ot it toothers, but a Caſt away:- 
I adviſe thee to conſider in' what .ground and nature thou: yer 
ſtand'ſt and liv*ſt in, and what Spirit lives and rules in thee: hath 


not Unrighteouſneſs entred in through Self-Jove and Eſteem, 


which blinds the Eye, and cauſeth the Tongue to ſpeak unrighte- 
ous things? Is not Self exalted to ſit in the Temple of God, as God 
In thee? And art thou not decking, thy ſelf with-thy corrupt 
wiſdom, which is the forbidden Fruit, and will. proye folly. in the 
end? -Benot high-minded, but fear, ſo ſhalt thou learn the Ways. 
of the Lord, and walk therein ſafely, and have unity and fellow- 
ſhip with the Saints in Light, not in the talk and profeſſion of it 
only, though never ſo high ; for with the Heart man muſt believe, 
before with his Mouth Confeſſion is made unto Salvation. . 

' Who knows this Work, can glorifie God, and bear Teſtimony 
of his Son Chrift Jeſus; and the work he hath done in his carthen 
veſſel, which none elſe could do,viz. of SanQtification & Redemption 
through the Truth, whoſe Word is Truth, whereof he hath made 
many living Witneſles to the Praiſe of his Name, whoſe own Works 
praiſe him, and to the joy of the upright for evermore. And this 
3s better and beyond all the high Notions, and Self-conceited Ima- 


ginations from the wiſdom that is below, and who is brought to . 


this cftate, and abide therein, walking in Wiſdom's Path, dare 
got ſpeak unrighteeus things, knowing he cannot be hid, nor be 
3 
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+ Blaſphemer of his. words ; for Gad.is.witcefs of his-Reins, and a 
true beholder, of his Heart 3 know therefore, -its not a light thing 
to ſpeak. Evil of things one underſtands not; read'2-Per. 2. verſ.12. 
and Jade 10. much leſs wilfully to blaſt the Fame: of God's Name 
and Work in the Earth, in and by his People, becauſe they agree 
not with man's ways a1d conceited wiſe Notions, which God's 
wiſdom. from above ever did, and will confound ; and-how great- 
Iy thou art found galry in this perticular, by the following RefleQi- 
ons on thy, Poſtſcript may appear: And ſol conclude this part, ha- 
ving diſcharged my ſelf to thee on the afore-mentioned occaſion. 
Since my firſt peruſal of thy Book, I have lately met with thy 
Poſtſcript, whereby I perceive thou art 7fealous of being eſtremed 
a-Proſclite tothe Quakers Doftrine;z Iam ready to believe thy above 
recited Ignominious RefleQtion, 'was calculated to obviate- ſach an 
Imputatisn, which perhaps thou thought would be as little honour 
to thee, as they may juſtly conclude thy Pretentions to their Prin- 
ciple would be a Credittoit; for they defire no ſuch Profelites - 
who affeAs not their Principle for its own ſake, but for ſome - 
worldly Honour and Eſteem they hope to get by it; Therefore - 
though theirs, if. rightly underſtood, be true, as tou confeſſeft thy - 
ſelf, page 77. and that it is ſuch Quakeri/ſm as makes a good part of 
St Johns Goſpel, and St Auſtin's Works ; and according to-thy Poſt- 
ſcript,. if the Cukers underſtood their own Notion, it would: not 
very much differ from thine, which I take to imply a fort of Confeſ-- 
fion totheir Principle; for Truth and Error are oppoſite, the De- 
fett it ſeems muſt lie ſomewhere, and that according to thy- Jadg= 
ment mult be the Q-akers Ignorance, how to explain'theit* Notion - 
of the. Light, and into what Principlesto reſolve-it; but.ſetimg this 
would imply a:Difference oaly in: Terminis, and-ſb not react thy 
Caſe, like one that forgets what he had ſaid laft, -thoa proceeds to | 
magnifie the difference to ſet thee far enough from eing repured'a 
Prſelite, which to avoid there needed agreater Dj&rimination; This 
I take to be the Deſign of thy Poſtſcript, where thou undertakes to 
explain the OQxatersPrinciple,by thy Suppoſ:tons &-falſe DiſtinQi- 
ons.the better to ſer;off & expoſe thine, by rendring-it the more no- - 
yel to. this age, and ſo to avoidſymbolizing with the Ouakers in 
thy. notion of the Divine Light; how unfairly and unfincerely, as 
alis: contufedly,  with.reſpet: both-co: their and thy own _ 
thog 


te 
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thou haſt dealt herein, is my preſent deſign to manifeſt ; whoſs 
undertakes to Confute the Principles -of any People, ought to take 
them up and ſtate them rightly, and honeſtly, according as they 
are belicved and owned by themſ:lves, quoting their own Words 
and Authors, and not barely as te conceives and imngines them to 
be, as ſuiting his deſign Octerwiſe hes unjuſt, and quarrels with 
his own Shadow, and js like a man. that heats the Air, which in 
thy Poſtſcript thon act found doing for firit thou ſayſt, The Qua» 
kers uſually ralk of this Light mithin, as of ſome Divine Communication 
and maiijeſt«:70n (only : ) How does this appear to be true, thou 
quotes no Aurhor for it, I apprehend thou intenceſt hereby, 
or clſcthy allertipn has Ihrle weight or matter in it, viz. that the 
Quakers own the Lizht within to be an accident, and nor # ſabſtan- 
| tial inaerent Principle of Divine Excellency, which is a great mi- 
ſtake, and ir is to be feared a wilful one too, ſeeing ?tis generally 
known, and thou confeſleſt it too, thar rey quore the Teſtimony 
of Fohn the Evangelift for their Principlz, as thon halt done for 
thine, they believing according thereunto, Char. 1. verſ. 4. /n him 
' was Life, and the 1.ife was the Light of Men : And if the Life of the 
Word be the Licht of men, then ſorely the Quakers cannor be ſup- 
poſed to believe it #ny thing leſs than' a Rea) Sptritual Sub{tance, 
which the - Soul of man is capable to fee] and apprehend ; For all 
things mere. made by him, and withous him was not any thing made that 
was made, John 1. 3.- Thus thy firſt diitinftion fails ro the ground : 
Thy.ſecond is as infignificint, and like an Arrow ſhot at Random, 
lights on thy own head, being attended wi ſome Contr2tifion 
to thy-former,. viz. Thou ſayeſt, 7 he Qnakers repreſent this 1.ight 
' within 4: 4 ſort of extrao;dinaty Inſpiration ; W here le=int thou this Þ 
Before It was a Divine Communication and Manifeſtation only 
- and now an Extraordinary Infpiration. Thou wonldſt have done 
: well to have ler the Quakers Principle alone till thon hadft learnr it 
better, and more honeſtly to repreſcft it : 1s not Fxrraordinary 
more than Common, or Communication and maniteſtarion (only ?J 
Have not the Qzetersdeclared the Light to be Univerial, as well as 
Divine, in its gift and manifeſtation to the Sons of men ? [t is cere 
tainly true they have, and yet I deny not bur ſuc" who apply' their 
minds in Obedience ta the trachings of chis Lizhr and heavenly 
Gift, may be made partakers of more, viz excraordinary _ 
an 
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and Graces by the Inſpiration of the ſame Spirit, &s, If for this 
they bave'the Name of Enthuſiaſts given them, 'as'in thy Se ion of 
thy Poſtſcript; : Thotgh it be in Derilion, they will rejoyce init, 
for it ſhall be as an Orrament of Grace to their Head, and Chains 
about their Neck. Again, in the ſame Section thou ſayſt, I ſup- 
poſe it, viz. The Light within to be a mars natural and ordinary way 
of underſtanding. And juſt before thou-made it to be the very Eſſence 
and Subſtance of the'-Deity, which 'are thy own expreſs :words 
ſee thy Confuſion and Self-contradiQtion ; by theſe Words,*(viz:) 
a man's natural and ordinary way of underſtanding, I take thee to 
intend the ſame thing as in page 77. where thou call*ſt-it Reaſon and 
Conſcience; and yet at the ſame time call'ſt it, The divine 209% 
and Region of Truth, in which are hid ali the Treaſures of Wiſdom aud. 
K nowledwH the great ani univerſal Oracle bdged in every mans Breaft, 
mhereof the ancieut Urim and: Thummim was an expreſs Type or Emblem, 
Here thou Debaſeſt and Confoundeſt thy Principle, n:aking it to be 
a part of man's Nature, whereas the Principle or divine Light, as 
held by the Quakers, isa diſtin thing from man's Soul, Reaſon, or 
natural Conſcience, viz. 8 niore excellent Spirit and Principle. 
And herein I confeſs is a material Difference betwixt thy principle .of 
Light, and the Qzaker-s,as thou haſt expreft it; ſure I am it is a great 
Error to render the: Divine 0%, by which all things were wade, 
and are upheld, to be no higher a Principle than man's Reaſon, and 
Conſcience, or natural and ordinary way*of underſtanding, which 
reaſon is a: property Eſſertial ro him as Man: I confeſs, to khow 
the things of a man, according to that Scripture, 1 Cor. 2.9,10,1 1. 
But as ut 14.writter,, Eye hath not-ſeen, 'nor Ear heard, neither have” tn 
rred into the Heart of ' man the things that *God hath' prepared Yor them 
that love bim, but &eabath revealed them unto'us by hif Spirit ; for the. 
Spirit | ſearchtth all things, yea, the Deep things 'of God: * for what man 
knows the things of a man ſave the Spirit of a man that 1; im him, «ven [0 
the things of God \knoweth no man bur the Spirit of God. Again, Mat. 
I 1. 27+. Neither knoweth any man'the-Father, ſave the Son, atidl he to 
whom the Senmil reveal him.” By Which it manifeſtly appears, that 
the'true.knowledge of God and Spiritual /things'are ag bythe. 
Spirit, whichis ſoperior to mais rational Principle or-natur4l Cen- 
ſcience, which mayo be defiled; and corrupted; as *tis faid' expreſly. 
of the lmpure, that even their Miad and Conſcience 5 defiled; _$1 
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namely Morral and Spiritual Truths, in order only to the direftion of 
Pra#ice. How ſhouldſt thou do- otherwiſe but miſtake the Prin- 
ciples of others, ſceing thou-art ſoconfuſed about thine own ? how- 
ever, | muſt tell thee its no ſmall Fault at ſuch an uncertainty to 
Expoſe peoples Principles, and tis an abuſe to ſay the Quakers con- 
fine the Light within: It is Divine, Supernatural and Uncircam- 
ſcribeable, init are hid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Know- 
ledge; where have the Quakers taught otherwiſe ? Have they not 
teſtified and declared the Light and the Spirit of Truth are one and: 
the ſame. in Being, which will guide into all Truth, Jebr 16. 13. 
The Laakers believe this divine Light to be the quicknePof thejr 
nnderſtandings.to know, and of their wills to love, and praftih 
Truth,. and that ic aſſiſts the natural Faculties .of the Soul in the 
attainments of neceſſary Arts and Sciences, as well as capacitate it 
_knowy and praftiſe Morral and Sp:ritual Truths, . Thou mayſt 
read what the Author to the Book of Wiſdom ſays on iis ſubject, 
in the 9th and 1oth Chapters. . | 

And whereas thou ſayſt, The Quakers make -the Light within a 
Supplement to Scripture, which they ſay is not ſufficient without it,- nor 
indeed, any more than 4 meer dead Letter. ; 

' T Anſwer ; Thefe words Supplement ro Scriptare ave thy own, not 
ours, and this ſeems to be a Compoſition of thy own notion. of the 
Quakers Faith concerning the holy Scriptures, without any quotation 
ef their Words or Writings, and as ?tis an objections buile upon 
thy miſtake. . In thy former Sefton, viz. The Quakers repreſent this 
Light within as 4 ſort of extraordinary ſnſpiratiow; Which hath been. 
already anſwered, proving the Yniverſallity: of the. Divine Light 
in man, which. conſidered, there's-no juſt. cauſe forthis as an Ob 
jetion againft the. Quakers.afliguing the Scriptures to be inſufficient 
without the Light, becauſe the. knowledge of the. holy. Scriptures 
cannot occhir to ie uignd) jam; — wk robs it, and the formal reaſon 
thereof.is its preſence and manifeſtgrion... The Quakers believe that 
Chriſt Jcſus by his. divipe/Lightwithiz, doth in theſe! days, as in 
the Days afhis Fleſh, expound, falkl and open to.the truc Behevers- 
the holy Scriptures, which according to; the Apaſtle's. exhortation- 
bp Timthy, Chap: 3+ 3, 15: is able ro make wiſe uno —_ 
| note 


*Tathy third Seen, thou.com'ſt in with (a Sulvo Errore) If T mi- 
fhgke gt) the Quakers confine their Light within to ſome certain Objets, 


: : 
(11) 
(note) THROUGH FAITH which is in Chrift Feſws. The 
word Supplement inthis ſenſe, I hope, will be found no Error, but 
according - to thy ConſtruQion -of the Quakers repreſenting the 
Ligltt within as a for: of extraordinary Inſpiration, SeCt 2. Or ſpecial 
priviledge of a certain order of men their own party, as in Set. 4. And 
then making them to ſay the Scriptures with relation-only.to the Di- 
reftion bf Prattice, as thy Lines import, Se&.3. are not-ſufficicnt 
without it, ner indeed any more than 4 meer dead Leiter, is to render 
the Quakers not only ſingular and Erronious in their Principle of the 
Light, (which ſhall be more duly obſerved in its place) / but alſo 
Contemptious of the holy Scriptures, as uſcleſs and inſufficient co 
all but themſelves, which is a great and hainous abuſe of a Society 
of People, without cauſe and provocation, and contrary to their 
ublick and known Afﬀertions, both by Word-and Writing, who 
believe actording to the ſame Apoſtle to Timothy, Chap. 2. 3. 16, 
17. That all Scryptare given by fur atk of God, is profitable for Dye 
 Arine, for Reproof, for Corretiion, for Inſtruttipn in Righteouſneſs, that 
the man of God may be Perfett, throughly Furniſhed anto all £00d Works. 
And rhis ſhall ſuffice for an Anſwer to thy third Sefton. awe "1 
The foxrth is a down=:ight fallity (viz.) The Quakers make their 
Light within a ſpccial Priviledge of a certain Orger of mentheir own pay- 
ty, 70t indeed as to the poſſibility, geb-thry do as to the ath, making nouwe 
'Þut thoſe of their own way to be aifually inlightned by its... -r 
© This is ſo abundantly Confuted-by-the: Writings im. general of 
thoſe People, more | <—upoars? in the afore-recited Book of Robert 
Barclay's, which conlidering-thou haſt rp I amthe more amazed 
Ly -inlightneqby:ic, all axe 


at thy Aſlertion: They ſay. allare aQual 
Called, but all have not obeyed,. according. to theſe: Scriptures, 
Micah 6. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what 1: Good, and what doth 
the Lord require of thee; but ts do Fuſtly, and to love Adercy,. and to 
walk Humbly with thy God, 1 John 9. 3-19. 1 Cor. 13+ 9.. Tit. 2. 
"11. &c. Thy diſtintion of a poſſibility, and not actually with 
eſpe to. the Divine Illumination of this: Principle, 1is. trivial, 
though not with reſpect to Salvation by it - The Capacity or Poſh- 
bility is Dor, nor can be in man abſtra&t fromthe aQual 1}lumina- 
ting Power res ed no more than ſecing if the light be ſeperate 
' from the Eye; The Quakers baye, and till do declare, that Chriſt 
Jeſus, tlic Light of the World, is the univerſal free Gift of God, for 
i.tad B 2 the 
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the benefit of all men, in order to their Salvation ; and is not this 


* Common yet Special priviledge, becauſe dearly purchaſed and free- 
ly beſtowed on loſt man, that thou mayft not want occaſion to tra- 
duce the Quakers, thou haſt' ſo much over-done it in this Se#;on, as 
to contradie thy ſelf in the fifth; as for inſtance, Se. 4. to be 
attaully inlightned according tothy Principle, is no ſpecial privi- 
ledge, but the common and univerſal benefit of all men, yea, of 
-all the intelligent Creation, who all ſee and underſtand in this 
Light of God, without which there would be neither Truth nor Un- 
_ cerſtanding: On the contrary, Poſtſcript Se. 5. thou ſayſt, Thy 
Light does not formally enlighten or inftru& thee, 'but when thou 
carefully attends to and conſults it,and read what is written in thoſe 
Divine [deal CharaRters: The like DoQrine thou haſt, pag. 71. of 
thy Book, Se. 5. and 6. where treating of thy double iUlumination of 
thy divine Mets, VI. Fundamentally and Potentially, or elſe effefi- 
ally er aitually, in the former ſenſe (thou ſayeſt) be inlightens every 
man,in the latter, only. thoſe who duly conſult bim, and attend to him. 
See- what Contradiction thy ſtrained Notions run thee into one while 
to be aftually enlightned, is the Common and Univerſal benefit of 
all men; another while only of thoſe who Conſult it, and attend to 
It; and all to avoid being thought to Symbolize with the Quakers in 

thy notion of the Divine Light ; thy DiſtinCtion of Potentially and 
* Aftually can have no more 1n.it than the Difference in the ſubject, 
the oue univerſal aft of the Word or Light, enlightning every 
- man,' comprehends both ; theſe are but new invented terms to ex- 
preſs the moſt ancient;. and more Divinely, and better revealed 
\ Truthsof the Goſpel: Thy fb 1 take in the firſt part of it to be 
the ſamein ſubſtance with thy firſt, Differing in form of expreſſions, 
viz. The Quakers by their Light within underſtand ſome Determinate 
' formed diftate-or propoſition expreſly or poſitively directing or mnſtrufting 
' them to do ſo or F. ; as in thy firſt thou call'ſ it, ſome divine Communi- 
Cation or Manifeflation ONLY. Where didſt thou learn this defini- 
tion of the Quakers Faith and Doftrine of the Light within ? The 
Oakers believe the Light of Chriſt within to be God*s divine Oracle 
of Wiſdom in the-Soul, the. former DiCtater, 'and determiner of 
heavenly Propoſitions , thery; DireCting and Inſtructing what to 
'chooſe, and what to refuſe, as the original Cauſe of the knowledge 
and loye of Truth, which are its proper effets. Now wherein js 
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tended to and conſulted; Teems to diſcover a Contradiction in ir ſelf, 
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the Onakers Light, as thou term'ſt it, Inferiour to that which thou 
cal?lit thine, except in the nn Charatter thou giveſt it ? "they 
own the Real and Subſtantial Truth of God, the Life of the Word, 
the Lightof men, as Chriſt ſaid of himſelf, 7 amrhe Way, the Truth 
and the Life: That this divine Light which is the Light of men, is 
always in ſome degree and meaſure preſent in the Soul, by which 
it is upheld either in God's love or anger, the Qzakers believe; and 
that in him we live, move and haveour being, though with reſpe& - 
to operation after a different manner and meaſure, and paſſing the 
underſtanding of man. And whereas thou ſayeſt, Thy Light s 
only the eſſential Truth of God: This 1s a high preſumption, about - 
which I havealready ſhewed thy Confuſion in other places, calling it 
Reaſon and Conſcience, and a man's natural and ordinary way of 
underſtanding ; conſider ft. 6. 22. 23. The Light of the Body 5s the 
Eye ; if therefore thy Eye be ſingle, thy whole Body ſhall be full of Light - - 
but if thine Eye be evil, thy whole Body ſhall te full of Darkneſs; if 
therefore the Light that is in thee be Darkneſs, how great i; that Darkneſs ? 
So may I ſay, if that Doftrine & Principle thou recommendeſt to the 
World for Truth & Excellency,be erronious and faulty, how great is 
that Error and Fault ? Again, thou ſayelt, Thy Light is always preſent 
to thy under ſt anding, and Intimately anited with it ſtill, S:&.5. Which 
in- thy ſenſe of the Light, is to ſay, thy Soul is never without thy 
Reaſon and Conſcience; I wiſh they were both reformed, that thou . 
mayſt be no more guilty of theſe and ſuch like falſe Aſperſions ; 
That the Light, as ſuppoſing it to be what really ir is, viz. a Di- 
ſtin&t Principle from the Soul is always prefent to the underſtanding, 
which imples its operation npon the natural Capacity, or Organ, 
the ordinary means of knowing, [ conceive is more then can'be ſafely 
or experimentally ſaid, becauſe the: Organ: may be hurt, and the 
underſtanding in that ſenſe interrupted, and conſequently no fit 
Medium or Receptacle either for the Sonl or its Light : beſides, the 
Soul may be abſent from the natural underſtanding, by the interpo: - 
ſition of Spiritoal, as'well as Natural cauſes, and yet preſent with 
the Light in its-ſpiritoal way of underſtanding- But to ſay as thou - 
doſt, that Thy Light is only the Eſſential Truth of God, and that it is 
always preſent to thy underſtanding, and intimately united with it, and 
yer that it dies nt formally inlighten or inſtruit it, but when carefully at=. - 


and. 


(15) 

kriowledge of the Glory of God in the face of Feſus Chriſt; but we have 
this Treaſure in earthen Veſſels, that the excellency of the Power may be of 
God, and not of w. Thele and many other Texts abundantly prove 
that God quickens and enlightens man, before man can turn unta 
him: Thy ſixth and laſt Se&jor,, I take to be an extravagant noiſe _ 
and bluſter againſt the Q#«kers, to ſupply the want of real matter 
of ObjeCion; what meanselſe ſo great and general RefleCtions,with-. 
out offering any Proof,or reducing it to a perticular Charge, to ſay 
the Quakers do not offer any rational or intelligible account of their - 
* Light within proves nothing;to tell the world,as thou doſt,theyCant in 
ſome looſe & general Expreſſions about the Light, does little elſe bur 
impoſe upon truſt, which is to beg Credit, whilſt thou mentions not - 
what thoſe looſe and general Expreſlions are z but to ſay they Con- 
firm them by the authority of St Fohn's Goſpel, is in ſome ſort to con- - 
tradict thy afſertion, for ſo te confirm them, argues they agree to 
what is there taught, and if ſo, as is moſt certainly true, and that 
the Quakers do adhere to thoſe divine: Words and: Expreſſions ; it - 
looks like too much prophaneneſs, to account them looſe and Cant- 
ing ; and to ſay,that the Quakers underſtand neither the Light which 
they profeſs, nor St Feh*s Goſpel, is an Evil preſumption,and what 
if I ſay Blaſphemy, againſt ſome that dwell in Heaven. As for thy 
terms, viz. Omniformity of the Ideal world,they may be either thy - 
own, or ſome berrowed Invention, which not being taught them 
by the holy. Spirit and divine Teftimony thereof in the holy Scrip- - 
tures, the Quakers reject the mere;; ſeeing it. is ſuch an Idol, that 
although they ſincerely confeſs and believe inthe Light, accerding - 
to Fohn*s Goſpel,they ſhall not be allowed to underſtand either, with- 
out bowing thereto; What art thou O man, that boaſteth thy ſelf? 
art thou wiſer than thy Maker ? whoſe Wiſdom hath brought forth 
and taught his People theſe- expreſſions 3 - Canſt thou by ſearching - 
find out God, or the Almighty unto perfe&tion ?. I tell thee nay,bas - 
God will Confound thy Wiſdom, and- bring to naught thy unger- 

ſtanding, wherein it is exalted; for he hath Determined to ſtain - 
the Pride of all Fleſh, the Mouth of the Lord bath-ſpoken it. -. 


This is written for the clearing of. Truth*s Teſtimony from the Rubbiſh thog, 
haſt caſt thereon, in geod Will to all, and deſiring thy Soul's welfare. 


By R. Ve. 


THE END. 


